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accept the existence of a supernatural Being,
variously styled, and to whom various attri-
butes are credited, those more usually accepted
being the creative function, omniscience, omni-
potence, omnipresence and a continuous striving
towards the supremacy of that quality which
a consensus of human opinion in fairly complete
agreement recognizes as " good/'

Amongst all these various shades of opinion it is
hoped that comparatively few will be found to take
exception to anything set out in our four premisses
above, although our ultimate conclusion will certainly
meet with violent opposition in certain quarters.

The non-thinker will obviously raise no great
objection, nor is he logically in a position to do so.
If he ignores religion entirely he is not likely to give
any very deep thought to moral problems either, but
if such should come under his notice, his attitude will
probably be : "If you think that your religious ideas
can do any good you are welcome to try them, and
you have my good wishes."

The conscientious and well-disposed atheist or
agnostic may perhaps reasonably raise an objection to
a proposal to fight the evil upon issues of religion on
the ground that any definite teachings regarding a
future life are opposed to what he holds to be the truth.
The .atheist, however, can scarcely uphold such a
protest very strongly, for his convictions do not in
any case carry him beyond the grave, and if existence
is to end there, it would seem that teachings of what-
ever kind can do no great harm from his point of
view, provided that they are not actually injurious to
his fellow-men.

Believers of all denominations will presumably agree
with our premisses, although, unfortunately, they will
mostly desire to add a rider to the effect that only
through the acceptance of their own particular creed
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